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WE EXIST FOR THE FAME OF JESUS 
Our Mission is to make disciples who:
Love God. 
Love People. 
Advance the Gospel.

Our Vision is to be a church:
For the City. 
For the Military. 
For the Fame of Jesus. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JULY 17 - PARENT/CHILD DEDICATIONS 
SUNDAY - DURING 11A GATHERING 

JULY 23 - NEXT STEPS CLASS 
SATURDAY - 9A-12P - LOCATION TBD

JULY 31 - SERVICE TEAM CONNECT 
SUNDAY - AFTER 11A GATHERING 

SEPTEMBER 7 - NIGHT OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY - 6:30P - FREEDOM CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

SEPTEMBER 25 - 3 YEAR CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY - 4P-6P - LAKE RIM PARK 

For more information and to RSVP
 visit: www.veritasfayetteville.com/events
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

WHY FOCUS ON THE GOSPEL OF MARK?
The Gospel of Mark is considered to be the first of the four Gos-
pels. Mark is also the shortest of the four Gospels and yet Mark 
reminds us of the point of the entire Bible, the point of all of the 
Old Testament, and the point of Christ being sent to earth: “the 
forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). Although we turned our backs on 
God, Mark shows us that God had a plan to restore us back to 
himself. We can be encouraged as we study the Gospel of Mark 
because although we are inconsistent, messy, fickle, and broken, 
Jesus came not “to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17). 
Mark invites us into the inner circle of Jesus to be his disciples. 
Mark lets us in on the 3 years of Jesus’ ministry and does so to 
prove to the Roman audience, and to the skeptics and doubters 
of our day, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who suffered 
and died in our place, and who rose again as the High and Hum-
ble King.

INTRODUCTION TO MARK
The author never names himself, but the unanimous testimony 
of the early church fathers was that the author was John Mark. 
Mark likely wrote this Gospel using information that was passed 
down to him by his friend, the Apostle Peter, who was one of 
the closest people to Jesus during his life on earth. Throughout 
Mark’s account we see a clear focus on the identity of Jesus and 
the works of Jesus. Jesus is seen as a man of action. Throughout 
all of this the picture of Jesus that emerges is a man who is com-
pelling, mysterious, and revolutionary. Ultimately, the Gospel of 
Mark is about who Jesus is and how we should respond to him. 
We are forced to respond to the most important question we will 
ever answer when Jesus asks: “…who do you say that I am?” (Mark 
8:29). The tomb is empty, and Jesus is alive! The High and Hum-
ble king is inviting you to follow and worship him, and to experi-
ence his transformational work through the gospel. 
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ABOUT THE BOOKLET 
This study guide is designed to help you take notes on Sundays 
and respond to what is heard each week as we walk through the 
Gospel of Mark. To help facilitate this, we will provide questions 
focused on our core values: Truth, Worship, Community, and 
Mission. These questions will also be used for Community Group 
discussion, so take notes and bring the booklet with you to Com-
munity Group to interact with others.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Each week’s Community Group discussion will include four types 
of questions:

1. TRUTH - Where do we see the truth about God, 
Jesus, and the gospel in this passage?

2. WORSHIP - What about this passage causes us to 
worship God?

3. COMMUNITY - Why is it impossible to live this 
passage out alone?

4. MISSION - How is this passage relevant for the 
broken world we live in? 

There are a few reasons we chose to use Truth, Worship, Commu-
nity, and Mission for the questions for this study guide:
•	 These are the four core values of Veritas Church.
•	 They help us think through major areas of discipleship and 

what it looks like to follow Jesus. 
•	 They lead us to see what is true about God, what is true 

about us in our brokenness and rebellion, what Jesus has 
done for us, how we need one another, and how all of this is 
meant to change how we live in our daily lives for the fame of 
Jesus.
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A LETTER FROM YOUR PASTORS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS
WEEK 23 - JULY 17 - MARK 8:27-9:1 - PAGE 6

WEEK 24 - JULY 24 - MARK 9:2-13 - PAGE 8

WEEK 25 - JULY 31 - MARK 9:14-29 - PAGE 10

WEEK 26 - AUGUST 7 - MARK 9:30-37 - PAGE 12 

WEEK 27 - AUGUST 14 - MARK 9:38-50 - PAGE 14

WEEK 28 - AUGUST 21 - MARK 10:1-12a - PAGE 16

WEEK 29 - AUGUST 28 - MARK 10:1-12b - PAGE 18

WEEK 30 - SEPTEMBER 4 - MARK 10:13-31 - PAGE 20

WEEK 31 - SEPTEMBER 11 - MARK 10:32 -45 - PAGE 22

WEEK 32 - SEPTEMBER 18 - MARK 10:46-52 - PAGE 22

WEEK 33 - SEPTEMBER 25 - MARK 11:1-11 - PAGE 26

We want to spend 2016 focusing on the life and works of Jesus 
and Mark does this with great intentionality in his Gospel. Our 
hope and prayer is that you, whether you follow Jesus or you’re in 
a spot where you’re asking questions but just aren’t sure, would 
experience the life-changing message of the gospel and that it 
would lead to a life lived following and worshiping Jesus. Here’s 
what we know: we can’t do this alone. We need the Holy Spirit 
to really bring change in our lives, so we want to encourage you 
to ask him to do that, to ask him to help you understand as you 
hear the gospel preached, as you study during the week, and 
as you gather with others in Community Groups. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to convict you of sin, to show you the areas that you aren’t 
following Jesus, to satisfy you with the truth that Jesus has lived 
and died in your place to bring you into the family of God, and to 
lead you to truly follow and worship Jesus, the High and Humble 
King who has come, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

For the fame of Jesus,
Your Pastors 



6

MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 23 - JULY 17

READ MARK 8:27-9:1

Imagine you had been following Jesus as he started his public 
ministry. He has constantly baffled you. You heard him teach as 
no one you have ever heard teach. He diagnosed with ease the 
spiritual condition of every person he encountered. You saw him 
heal people. You saw limp feet totally restored, and leperous 
skin completely cleansed. And then Jesus says it, “I must suffer 
and die.” How would you respond in that moment? This is God’s 
great plan: To have his son suffer and die for sinners on a cross. 
Jesus is adamant that if we are his true followers we will rejoice 
in the rescue plan of God and reject thinking there would be a 
better way. This is the best news that the word has ever heard. 
By his shameful death, Jesus wins life for all who would lose 
their life for his sake. 

1. How do you “feel” about Jesus? Have you ever felt 
ashamed of the gospel? 

2. How do you respond to Jesus’ words today? What 
does it mean to carry your cross?

3. Describe a time in your life when your under-
standing of Jesus needed correction? How can our 
community grow in gently correcting (2 Tim. 2:24-25) 
each other?

4. How do you lose your life by trying to save it? What 
does it mean to lose our life for the sake of Jesus 
(and the gospels)?
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NOTES 
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 24 - JULY 24

READ MARK 9:2-13

The transfiguration is one of the most dramatic events in all of 
scriptures. Jesus had just announced the cross as the means of 
his death and also as the way of discipleship. To follow Jesus is 
the way of the cross. Then we see Jesus transfigured. The trans-
figuration reveals a glimpse into the radiant and divine glory of 
Jesus. We see how Jesus is greater than Moses and Elijah, thus 
revealing that Jesus fulfills the Law and the Prophets.  

1. What does the presence of Moses, Elijah, and the 
voice from the cloud tell us about Jesus’ person and 
work?

2. What difference does the transfiguration make in 
your life? Do you think of Jesus’ glorious return (Phil. 
3:20)?

3. Tim Keller says, “Helplessness, not holiness, is the 
first step to accessing God.” How can we be more 
vulnerable and honest in community about our spir-
itual needs and helplessness?

4. When was there a time where Jesus suddenly 
revealed Himself to you as the true glorious and holy 
God? Who can you share that with this week?
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10

MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 25 - JULY 31 

READ MARK 9:14-29

The Christian life is a battle, and if we go into battle on our own 
strength and self-sufficiency, then we are setting ourselves up 
to lose. The disciples struggled to heal the son of someone 
in the crowd, and Jesus responds by calling them faithless. Is 
Jesus being cruel and harsh, or is Jesus pressing his disciples to 
deeper faith? Jesus sometimes blesses us with mountaintop ex-
periences, and those are meant to recharge our spiritual tanks. 
However, God doesn’t desire for us to live on the mountaintop, 
but rather we are to live, serve, and minister to those who are 
in need and hurting. We are too weak to efficiently do all that 
is needed, so our weakness is meant to drive us to prayer and 
dependence on Jesus.

1. Why is this story sandwiched between two passag-
es on how the Messiah has to die?

2. What do we learn about our faith and our need for 
prayer from this passage?

3. How did witnessing the transfiguration prepare 
the disciples for the next lesson? How did this lesson 
bring them down from the mountaintop experi-
ence? How is this a good thing? 

4. In what ways does our failure reflect badly on Je-
sus in the eyes of the world? What can we say or do 
when we have failed that could help the perception 
people have of Jesus and his followers? 
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 26 - AUGUST 7

READ MARK 9:30-37

As American Christians, we don’t do well with suffering, disci-
pline, or dying. We avoid the implications of the cross. Jesus de-
clares to his disciples and to us, that there is no glory or crown 
without the cross. Jesus continues to warn his disciples about 
his upcoming death, burial, and resurrection, but his disciples 
still struggle to understand. Although the disciples didn’t un-
derstand the implications of all that Jesus was describing, they 
began to discuss who would lead the group if Jesus did in fact 
leave them. With boldness, Jesus describes to his disciples that 
for them to be great they are going to need to follow his exam-
ple; serve and be last of all.

1. In verses 33-37, what are the disciples discussing? 
Why? How does this fit into the plans of Jesus and 
his kingdom as revealed in vs 30-32?

2. Why is it so easy for us to make everything about 
us? How does that temptation continue, even after 
we are saved? 

3. Christians are to exemplify the kingdom as Christ 
did: humble service, love, and even suffering. How 
can our community grow in this together?

4. Sometimes skeptics will say that the disciples 
made up the resurrection story. How does 9:31-32 
argue against that false theory?
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 27 - AUGUST 14

READ MARK 9:38-50

Jesus begins to teach on how the sins of pride and exclusivity 
can be damning. If we hurt other Christians and cause them to 
sin through our betrayal, Jesus says it would be better to drown 
ourselves in the sea. Jesus uses hyperbole in this passage so that 
he might overstate his point. Jesus uses harsh language of peo-
ple being drowned, body parts being cut-off, and people being 
thrown into hell so that we will better understand the severity 
of sin. We must deal with the severity of our sin, otherwise the 
penalty is hell. Jesus finishes his teaching reflecting on the use 
of salt and saltiness. When we maintain our saltiness, Jesus says 
we will be at peace with each other. Jesus is calling his disciples 
to a life of humility and service. 

1. Why is it loving for God to warn of impending 
judgment for sin? 

2. In what ways can verse 42 bring us to repentance?  

3. What can we do to be “salt” in our community, in 
our neighborhoods, and the world? 

4. How can hell serve as a healthy motivation for 
repentance and how do Christians use hell in an 
unhealthy way in evangelism?
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 28 - AUGUST 21 

Marriage and divorce is one of the most controversial topics in 
the church. Mark sheds light on the controversy that isn’t new. 
The Pharisees tried to set Jesus up with a complicated ques-
tion, but Jesus points back to the teaching of Moses to help us 
understand what the Scriptures have to say about marriage and 
divorce. Marriage was to be between one man and one woman.  
They were created to perfectly complement one another.  This 
relationship was also to last a lifetime.  Marriage is when two 
people become “one flesh.” This is how God created mankind 
to be fruitful and multiply. Divorce is a complicated reality that 
goes against the original intent of God, but because of sin, Jesus 
helps us to understand divorce in God’s view. 

1. How does the biblical view of marriage point to 
the gospel? (Further insight Ephesians 5:22-23)

2. Jesus fiercely taught God’s original intent for 
marriage.  Discuss the benefits of God’s design for 
marriage and human flourishing. 

3. How can we as a community pray for our marriag-
es? If marriage is a desire that you have, but God has 
not made it a reality yet, how can we pray for you 
and come alongside you in singleness?

4. Why is it important for the church to follow the 
teachings of Jesus and be examples of His truth in 
our world? How can Christian marriages serve the 
mission of the church? 

READ MARK 10:1-12a
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 29 - AUGUST 28

READ MARK 10:1-12b

Marriage and divorce is one of the most controversial topics in 
the church. Mark sheds light on the controversy that isn’t new. 
The Pharisees tried to set Jesus up with a complicated ques-
tion, but Jesus points back to the teaching of Moses to help us 
understand what the scriptures have to say about marriage and 
divorce. Marriage was to be between one man and one woman.  
They were created to perfectly complement one another.  This 
relationship was also to last a lifetime.  Marriage is when two 
people become “one flesh.” This is how God created mankind 
to be fruitful and multiply. Divorce is a complicated reality that 
goes against the original intent of God, but because of sin, Jesus 
helps us to understand divorce in God’s view

1. Does Jesus take a “liberal” or “conservative” view of 
marriage and divorce?

2. In what ways does hardness of heart and a ten-
dency towards sinfulness drive marriages further 
from the unity and oneness that God intends?

3. Why is it difficult not to let feelings enter into the 
determination of what is the biblical truth about 
divorce? How can we serve the marriages in our 
community better, thus helping to fight divorce?

4. Many people who are far from God believe that 
their marriage isn’t any worse than those in the 
church. What is a good response that would help 
point them to their need for Jesus? 
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 30 - SEPTEMBER 4

READ MARK 10:13-31

Mark links two familiar stories together. We see Jesus letting 
the children come to him and also the story of a rich young 
man. Jesus rebukes the disciples. Mark makes it clear that Jesus 
doesn’t want anyone to be kept from him. This is especially true 
of someone seemingly as insignificant as a child. Jesus uses chil-
dren to explain the faith we need to enter the kingdom of God. 
When Jesus tells of the rich young ruler, Jesus tells him that 
there is nothing he can do to enter the kingdom of God. Mark is 
continuing to help us to see that the gospel is not about what 
we do. It is about where we place our faith and trust.

1. Mark describes Jesus consistently desiring to bless 
those who have no desirable status in society. How 
does this help us to know the character of God and 
his relationship with us?

2. What does Jesus teach about wealth and riches in 
vs.23-31? Why do you think riches are such a stum-
bling block to our trust in Jesus? 

3. We are called to love the spiritually weak. Are 
there people you look down on? How does this re-
veal pride and selfishness in us?

4. How can this passage help us in advancing the 
gospel?
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 31 - SEPTEMBER 11

READ MARK 10:32-45

For the third time, Jesus explains what is about to happen to 
him and again, the disciples don’t respond well. Instead, the dis-
ciples ask Jesus about reigning with him in glory. Jesus warns 
them abut what they will have to endure, but they foolishly 
continue to think about gaining power in the presence of Jesus. 
At this point the disciples fail to understand that following Jesus 
means following him to their own death and suffering. In the 
middle of their confusion Jesus lovingly explains to them what 
true greatness looks like as followers of him: whoever wants to 
be great must become low. Just as the high king who deserved 
service from all humbled himself to death to become the ser-
vant of all. Now we, the many, have been ransomed from sin 
and can pursue a life of greatness through service like our savior.

1. In your Christian walk, what specific areas of 
Christ’s teaching do you struggle “getting”? What 
helps you see Jesus and his kingdom more clearly?

2. James and John ask Jesus to sit at his right hand, 
and it reveals a deep idol in their hearts: power and 
recognition. How do our selfish requests of Jesus 
reveal the idols of our heart? 

3. How would your week be different if you lived 
according to the demands of Jesus to not live to be 
served, but to serve others and to lay your life down?

4. How is God calling his disciples to a life of ser-
vant-hood. How can our lives be a compelling rea-
son for others to follow Jesus?  
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 32 - SEPTEMBER 18

READ MARK 10:46-52

Son of David was the name that was to be given only to the 
long-awaited king. Israel had waited in anticipation for a de-
scendant of David to come, sit on the throne, and defeat the 
Romans. The irony of the story is that the blind man is the one 
who “sees” who Jesus really is. The blind man cries out to the 
Son of David, the Messiah who he and all of Israel have been 
waiting on. The disciples, on the other hand, have been preoc-
cupied with finding a place of power and influence in the King-
dom of God. Mark is  showing us that our only hope is to come 
to Jesus as a blind beggar. 

1. How does Jesus calling the blind beggar to come 
to him give a picture of the gospel?

2. How can we live our lives with confidence in Christ 
while never losing the humility necessary to come 
to Jesus?  Like this beggar, we must always cry “have 
mercy on me!”

3. In what ways do we overlook individuals while try-
ing to do good things for the kingdom? How can we 
grow in this? How can we grow in this as a commu-
nity group?

4. In what sense are we blind until Jesus heals us? 
How can knowing our blindness help us to advance 
the gospel?
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MARK
THE HIGH AND HUMBLE KING

DEVOTIONAL 

QUESTIONS

WEEK 33 - SEPTEMBER 25

READ MARK 11:1-11

Mark describes what is often called the “triumphal entry” into 
Jerusalem. In this, Jesus fulfills prophecies that were made hun-
dreds of years earlier. Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. 
Jesus is the creator of all creation and yet he rides in humility. 
Those who follow Jesus believe that Jesus is the true and right-
ful king of Israel. Jesus is more than a good teacher. He is more 
than someone with unique powers. Jesus is even more than the 
savior. Jesus is the promised king who arrives to reign over the 
earth. Jesus didn’t come to reign in the ways that the people of 
Israel had expected, but instead Jesus came to make all things 
new.

1. What do we learn from the response and cries 
from the crowd? What do the shouts of the crowd 
tell us about Jesus?

2. In verse 11, why do the Pharisees ask for a sign? 
Why won’t Jesus give them one? What does this 
teach us about the nature of faith in Jesus?

3. What areas of your life are you submitting to Jesus 
as king? What areas of your life are you not submit-
ting fully to him as king?

4. What kind of Messiah did the people expect and 
want? What kind of Savior do people want today 
and what do people want relief from? How does 
Jesus exceed those expectations?
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